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triumphant force. God thus realized is not the mere immanent cosmic 
energy, as the Hellenic-Aryan spirit would make him. He is rather 
"the spiritual God in whom spiritual manhood lives and moves and 
attains its being." "God is the God of the task. This ascription is 
ultimate in its unlimited elasticity. God is apprehended as incip- 
iently as we apprehend our spiritual being, which is our spiritual 
conquest" (p. 283). "To ask what God is as outside of the task, 
before it or beyond it, is a question without meaning, for we find nothing 
outside the task. Our knowledge of God advances as our accomplish- 
ment of the task advances" (p. 284). The somewhat oracular style 
of the discussion prevents the reader from getting into very close quarters 
with the ideas, and makes the task of criticism difficult. But it is inter- 
esting to find that the Ritschlian basis of faith, which has usually 
stopped with a Kantian dualism, is here shown to be capable of expan- 
sion into a Fichtean ethical mysticism. That there is more religious 
dynamic in the ethico-religious appreciation of the human Jesus than 
has usually been assumed is evident from the discussions of Herrmann 
and of Dickinson. The three books here noticed indicate that the 
religious spirit which has animated Christianity is far from being deca- 
dent. They even suggest that we may be on the eve of a new revelation 
of its inexhaustible vigor. 

Gerald Birney Smith 
University of Chicago 



HOFFDING'S HISTORY OF MODERN PHDLOSOPHY 1 

Starting nearly three decades ago with the translation of Dr. Hoff- 
ding's psychology which had a wide circulation, and adding as we come 
along the translations of his Ethics, his Philosophy of Religion, his His- 
tory of Modern Philosophy, and his Philosophic Problems, one is probably 
safe in saying that the author has had a larger circle of readers than any 
other living continental writer on philosophy, and the present volume is 
sure to extend the circle. It possesses, in characteristic degree, the order- 
liness of exposition, the clearness of style, and the way of driving directly 
at the center of problems with which Professor Hoffding's readers are 
familiar. 

In the introduction we get the author's conception of the subject- 
matter of the history of philosophy: "It consists in the efforts which 
individual thinkers have made to explain or perchance to solve the ulti- 

1 Brief History of Modern Philosophy. By Harold Hoflding. Translation by- 
Charles F. Sanders. New York: Macmillan, 1912. x+324 pages. $1.50 net. 
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mate problems of knowledge and being." Modern philosophy has been 
especially concerned with four great problems: the psychological prob- 
lem; the problem of knowledge; the problem of evaluation — ethical 
and religious; and the problem of cosmology or metaphysics. 

Some readers may possibly take this introduction as a promise that 
these problems will be kept pretty consistently to the fore, constituting 
a frame on which the material of the volume is to be organized. In this 
they will be disappointed, and perhaps any attempt at such a presenta- 
tion would have difficulty in avoiding what our neo-realist friends call 
" the fallacy of pseudo-simpUcity." On the other hand, it is equally diffi- 
cult to cover as much ground and to present individually so many 
writers in a volume of this compass and avoid being "fragmentary." 

Criticism of comparative emphasis in a history of philosophy is likely 
to be futile. However, by this time and especially from Dr. Hdffding 
who was a speaker at the St. Louis Congress, one might expect less 
provincialism than Continental writers on philosophy have hitherto 
exhibited. It is surprising, not to say disappointing, therefore, to find 
that, except for the appearance of the name of Pierce as the author of 
the term "pragmatism," James is the only American writer who is 
noticed. Such names as Royce, Dewey, and Watson are not even men- 
tioned. And a pretense to even the most fleeting paragraph on prag- 
matism with no reference to the contributions of Dewey in America and 
Schiller in England only shows how apparently incurable is the myopia 
which afflicts most Continental writers on philosophy. I say "writers 
on philosophy," for in the fields of science and politics such continued 
indifference to the disease would soon prove fatal; while in the more 
speculative field where the necessity for checking up results is not so 
immediate the malady may linger indefinitely. 

The work of the translator is well done, and despite an n for an m 
in the page-heading (p. 297) the publishers have made an attractive 
volume. 

A. W. Moore 

University of Chicago 



SOCIAL RELIGION AS A HISTORICAL PROBLEM 

Mr. Nearing's book, Social Religion, 1 will perhaps be one of the 
"sources" used by future critical scholarship in support of the thesis 
that the first half of the twentieth century was one of those great, 

1 Social Religion: An Interpretation of Christianity in Terms of Modern Life. By 
Scott Nearing, Ph.D. New York: Macmillan, 1913. xx+227 pages. $1.00 net. 



